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[bookmark: _Toc225948782]About the awards
For more than 30 years, the Victorian Senior of the Year Awards (the awards) have celebrated older Victorians who contribute to the community through volunteering. 
The skills, time and energy older Victorians share with the community make our state stronger. 
There are many ways older people make a positive impact in our local communities, from daily hands-on support to leading organisations. 
The awards ceremony in October is a highlight of the annual Victorian Seniors Festival[footnoteRef:2]. The month-long celebration features free and low-cost events for older Victorians.   [2:  https://www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/victorian-seniors-festival] 

Figure 1 – 2025 Victorian Senior of the Year Award recipients in the State Drawing Room at Government House.
[image: A group photo of 17 older people smiling and holding colourful glass trophies at the 2025 Victorian Senior of the Year Awards ceremony. ]
[bookmark: _Toc225948783][bookmark: _Toc168307697]Contact
If you have a question about the awards, please contact the Seniors Festival team of the Department of Families, Fairness and Housing (the department) via:
phone: 8850 6164 
email: seniorsfestival@dffh.vic.gov.au. 
[bookmark: _Toc225948784]Important dates
	Milestone
	Date for 2026

	Nominations open
	Wednesday 22 April

	Nominations close
	11:59 pm, Tuesday 19 May

	Deadline for nominees to approve their nomination
	Sunday 7 June

	Judging period
	June to July 

	Screening period
	July

	Shortlisted nominees notified
	August

	Awards ceremony and results announcement
	Late October, date to be confirmed

	Certificates of appreciation issued to all eligible nominees
	November 


[bookmark: _Toc225948785][bookmark: _Toc168307698][bookmark: _Toc168307699]How to submit a nomination 
You can nominate someone for an award with our simple online form. You will need information about the person. This will include:
name
age 
contact details
examples of how they help others in the community. 
Complete the nomination form online using Award Force[footnoteRef:3].  [3:  https://senioroftheyear.awardsplatform.com] 

If you would prefer a printed nomination form, please contact the Seniors Festival team via:
phone: 8850 6164
email: seniorsfestival@dffh.vic.gov.au. 
There are 4 steps to complete a nomination: 
check the eligibility criteria
choose an award category
get approval from your nominee
collect information.
A nominee is a person who is nominated for an award.   
[bookmark: _Toc225948786]Step 1: check the eligibility criteria 
The person you nominate must be:
a citizen or permanent resident of Australia
a resident of Victoria
60 years or over, or an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander person residing in Victoria 50 years or over.
You can read the full terms and conditions below.  
[bookmark: _Toc225948787]Step 2: choose an award category
The Victorian Senior of the Year Awards has 6 categories: 
Council on the Ageing (COTA) Victoria Senior Achiever Awards 
Emerging Impact Award 
Positive Ageing Award 
Promotion of Multiculturalism Award 
Veteran Community Award
Premier’s Award for Victorian Senior of the Year 
The Premier's Award for Victorian Senior of the Year is not open for nominations. Eligible nominations from all categories will be considered for this award.
You can nominate a person for one or 2 of the open categories. Each category has different criteria and questions you will need to answer.
A person can only receive an award in one category:
The judging panel will decide which category best matches the nominee's work if you nominate someone for more than one award. They may also decide this work aligns with the Premier's Award criteria.
The judging panel will put forward suitable nominations to the Minister for Ageing and the Premier of Victoria (or their representatives).
The Seniors Festival team will notify you and the person you nominate if they have been shortlisted in July 2026.
If you need help choosing a suitable category, you can contact the Seniors Festival team. They are more than happy to assist you.
Award categories
Council on the Ageing (COTA) Victoria Senior Achiever Awards
This award recognises local community champions that significantly contribute to positive ageing in their community.
This category celebrates the local champions in your community. Think of the person who:
connects people to opportunities
drives your next-door neighbour to appointments every week
always volunteers first for an organisation, purely to support the needs of your area.
Criteria questions for the COTA Victoria Senior Achiever Awards
How do they make a positive contribution to improving the lives of their local community members?
How does their positive attitude towards ageing inspire others?
Emerging Impact Award 
This award recognises an individual who is new to volunteering and is making a significant impact in their local community.
This category celebrates older Victorians who are new to volunteering and making a positive impact. They could lead large organisations and community groups. They could also volunteer hands-on skills, knowledge and experience to help others. 
The first recipient of this award volunteered at the Westmeadows Indigenous and Community Gardens. She created a fibre food garden and hosted walks to explore bush food and share her knowledge of Country. 
Criteria questions for the Emerging Impact Award
How do they make a significant volunteer contribution to their community?
How have they taken action to create or contribute to programs that are making a growing and potentially lasting impact?
How do they share their skills, knowledge and experiences as a volunteer to strengthen their community?
Positive Ageing Award 
This award recognises an individual who improves the wellbeing of older people in their community by promoting positive and active ageing.
This category celebrates people who promote active and positive ageing. 
In 2023, the recipient of this award had been volunteering at Blind Sports & Recreation Victoria for 9 years. 
During that time, he advanced blind sports by:
creating tournaments 
improving accessibility
promoting blind golf through fundraising. 
In 2024, the recipient received this award for her work through Family History Connections (FHC) Blackburn.
The recipient supported people to:
keep their minds active 
learn computer research skills 
make friends with people with shared interests.
Criteria questions for the Positive Ageing Award
How have they contributed to creating an active community?
How do their actions create long-lasting benefits for wellbeing in their community?
How do they promote respect and recognition of older people?
Promotion of Multiculturalism Award 
This award recognises an individual for a significant contribution to promoting the benefits of cultural diversity in their local community and across Victoria.
This category celebrates people who build connections across cultures and communities. 
Recipients have helped older Victorians to age well through:
activities like dancing, sports and cooking
engaging with new programs and services
connecting with the community.
Criteria questions for the Promotion of Multiculturalism Award
How do they create a sense of community and connection across cultures?
How do their volunteer contributions support the community?
Veteran Community Award 
This award recognises an individual for their exceptional contribution to the veteran community. 
Award recipients for this category are either a veteran themselves or support the veteran community. They have run programs that:
connect older veterans to community services 
boost local social engagement 
advocate for better veteran support. 
The recipient of the award does not need to be a veteran.
Criteria questions for the Veteran Community Award
How do they contribute to the veteran community?
How do their actions make a long-lasting impact for veterans and/or their families?
Premier’s Award for Victorian Senior of the Year 
Recognises an individual for their outstanding and lasting contribution to their local community and Victoria. 
The Premier's Award for Victorian Senior of the Year is not open for nominations. Eligible nominations from all categories will be considered for this award.
Previous award recipients have influenced significant change in the state. This has not always been connected to positive ageing.
The 2024 award recipient co-founded the AustralAsian Centre for Human Rights and Health that advocated to include dowry abuse in the Family Violence Protection Act 2012. 
Another recipient volunteered for 15 years at their neighbourhood house. They created a local op shop and organised food packages for farmers affected by drought in regional Victoria and New South Wales.
[bookmark: _Toc225948788]Step 3: get approval from your nominee to share their information 
The nomination form asks you to provide personal information about the nominee. These details help the judging panel understand the nominee’s contributions. 
It is your responsibility to speak with the person you are nominating. The nominee must approve you sharing their information before you complete the form. 
The Seniors Festival team will contact the nominee after you have submitted the form. The nominee must approve the information and agree to share their details in writing by Sunday 7 June 2026. Unapproved nominations cannot proceed to eligibility checks. 
All shortlisted nominees must undergo screening. This will include a National Police Check and 2 reference checks. The screening process is free. The Seniors Festival team will support the nominee through the process.
A shortlisted nominee is a person that the judging panel has recommended to receive an award but has not yet:
completed the necessary checks
been approved to receive the award. 
[bookmark: _Toc225948789]Step 4: collect information
You will need information about the person you are nominating to complete the form. You will also need to share your contact information. The Seniors Festival team will keep you updated through the awards process. 
The information you will need about your nominee includes:
full name
phone number
age
email address (optional)
postal address
pronouns (optional)
cultural/religious beliefs (optional)
whether they identify as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander
the volunteer role/s and what organisations they work for
how long they have volunteered for
referee names and contact information for 2 people. The Seniors Festival team will only contact the referees of shortlisted nominees. You can supply a phone number or an email address for these 2 people. 
photo of the person.
Refer to the program information section below for a definition of a referee. 
Guiding questions
The nomination form will ask for examples of how your nominee helps others in the community. Volunteer work and achievements since reaching the qualifying age will be prioritised.
Each category has different questions. You may wish to use the questions below to help guide your answers.  
What work, tasks and responsibilities did the nominee take on? 
Did they manage or contribute to a project or event? 
How has their work impacted members of the organisation or the community? 
How many people has their volunteer work impacted? 
How did they encourage or support people in the organisation or community? Did they: 
provide a service 
run programs 
help people to access the community 
make a community space more enjoyable to use? 
Does your nominee have additional personal responsibilities? 
Do they care for grandchildren or parents? 
Are they a carer for a child or relative with disability? 
Do they live with disability, or an illness that they have had to manage? 
Do they have a multifaith, multicultural or refugee connection?
[bookmark: _Toc225948790]Submit your nomination 
You are now ready to nominate someone for the 2026 Victorian Senior of the Year Awards. 
Submit your nomination online using Award Force[footnoteRef:4].  [4:  www.senioroftheyear.awardsplatform.com] 

If you would prefer a printed nomination form, please contact the Seniors Festival team via:
phone: 8850 6164
email: seniorsfestival@dffh.vic.gov.au. 
All nominations must be submitted by 11:59 pm on Tuesday 19 May 2026. 
Nominations received after this time will not be considered. The department does not accept responsibility for lost, late, incomplete or incorrectly submitted nominations.



[bookmark: _Toc225948791]Program information 
The following information outlines areas to consider when nominating someone for an award. 
[bookmark: _Toc225948792]Entry fees
There is no fee associated with the 2026 Victorian Senior of the Year Awards. It is free to submit a nomination. 
[bookmark: _Referees][bookmark: _Toc225948793]Referees 
A referee is a person who knows the nominee well and can confirm their achievements.
The nomination form will ask you to supply the contact information for 2 referees.
Referees are not required to provide a letter of support with the nomination. 
Referees will only be contacted if the nominee is shortlisted for an award.
[bookmark: _Toc225948794]Award recipients 
[bookmark: _Toc140578172][bookmark: _Toc168307713]Up to 17 people can receive an award for the 2026 Victorian Senior of the Year Awards. 
The Council on the Ageing (COTA) Victoria Senior Achiever Awards can have up to 10 award recipients. All other categories can have one award recipient. 
Two people may also receive a highly commended award in the Premier’s Award for Victorian Senior of the Year category. 
[bookmark: _Toc225948795]Judging process
The department will complete eligibility checks before judging starts.
The independent judging panel scores the nominations.
Nominations are organised by score and compiled for the judging panel's deliberation meeting.
The judging panel discusses the nominations and agrees on a list of shortlisted nominees.
The panel chair decides for the whole judging panel, if everyone cannot agree. 
Judges must follow the privacy statement below and keep all information confidential.
After the panel meets, shortlisted nominees are contacted about the screening process.
When the screening process is complete, the department provides a list of recipients to the Minister for Ageing and the Premier of Victoria (or their representatives) for endorsement.
The judging panel may include representatives from:
Council on the Ageing (COTA) Victoria
The University of the Third Age 
Victorian Veterans Council
Ethnic Communities Council of Victoria 
The Senior Newspaper 
Senior Victorians Advisory Committee 
Organisations delivering and supporting services for senior Victorians.
[bookmark: _Toc225948796]Notification of outcomes
The department will contact:
nominees and their nominators in late July 2026
unsuccessful nominees and nominators in September 2026.
A nominator is a person who recommends a person for an award and completes the nomination form. 
[bookmark: _Terms_and_conditions][bookmark: _Toc140578157][bookmark: _Toc168307714][bookmark: _Toc225948797]Terms and conditions 
Before nominating, you and your nominee need to read these terms and conditions.
As the nominator you will need to follow the instructions in the online nomination form to accept these terms in writing.
Submitting or accepting a nomination means the nominee and the nominator agree to the award terms and conditions.
[bookmark: _Toc140578158][bookmark: _Toc168307715][bookmark: _Toc225948798]Nominee eligibility
[bookmark: _Toc160095717][bookmark: _Toc168307716]A nominee must be an individual who is:
a citizen or permanent resident of Australia
a resident of Victoria
60 years or over, or an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander person residing in Victoria 50 years or over.
Nominees cannot be:
a previous award recipient of the Victorian Senior of the Year Awards
a member of the judging panel
an employee or contractor of the department or their immediate families
an organisation, business or community 
a referee for another nominee of the awards
a government-appointed taskforce member or advisory council member
a person who is paid or funded by the department to work with senior Victorians or the Victorian Seniors Festival.
[bookmark: _Toc225948799]Nominator eligibility 
A nominator cannot be:
a member of the judging panel
an employee or contractor of the department or their immediate families
a referee for any nominee in the awards
a government-appointed taskforce member or advisory council member
someone who is paid or funded by the department to work with senior Victorians or the Victorian Seniors Festival
a nominee cannot also submit a nomination for another person. 
[bookmark: _Toc225948800]Nominator's consent 
By submitting a nomination, the nominator confirms that they have permission to provide the following, of everyone named in the nomination form:
personal information as defined in the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 (Vic)
health information as defined in the Health Records Act 2001 (Vic). 
This includes but is not limited to: 
the nominee
the referees.
If the nominator does not agree or have permission to provide the personal information or health information of the nominee or the referees, they must not submit a nomination for the awards. 
The nominator consents to the department using the following, in any media:
the nominator’s nomination description
statements 
name 
likeness 
image 
voice 
participation in the awards (including photograph, film and/or recording of the same).
This consent is for an unlimited period without:
further notification 
payment 
compensation for the purpose of promoting, publicising or marketing the awards (including any outcome) or other Victorian State government initiatives. 
[bookmark: _Toc160095718][bookmark: _Toc168307717][bookmark: _Toc225948801]Nominee's consent 
By accepting the nomination and these terms and conditions, all nominees agree to the department using the following, in any media:
the nomination description
statements
name
likeness 
image 
voice 
participation in the awards (including photograph, film and/or recording of the same).
This consent is for an unlimited period without:
further notification
payment 
compensation for the purpose of promoting, publicising or marketing the awards (including any outcome) or other Victorian State government initiatives. 
The nominee also agrees to take part in the screening process including but not limited to:
a National Police Check 
reference checks
a review of social media 
and other online searches or profiles.
If the nominee does not agree they must not accept the nomination and will become ineligible for the awards.  
[bookmark: _Privacy_statement][bookmark: _Toc160095719][bookmark: _Toc168307718][bookmark: _Toc225948802]Privacy statement 
The department supports fair information handling practices. These practices are set out in the department’s privacy statement.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://www.dffh.vic.gov.au/privacy-statement] 

To run the awards, the department may need to share the personal information and health information provided in the nomination with other people such as but not limited to:
the department
the judging panel 
the Minister for Ageing and their offices
the Premier of Victoria and their offices
government stakeholders
the award ceremony venue.
The department:
will not share or use the personal information and health information for any other purpose without asking for permission 
will ask for permission from the person whose information is being used, unless required or permitted by law. 
Nominators, nominees or referees can email the Seniors Festival team seniorsfestival@dffh.vic.gov.au to:
update their personal information or health information 
make a complaint about a breach of their privacy.
[bookmark: _Toc127271853][bookmark: _Toc160095720][bookmark: _Toc168307719][bookmark: _Toc225948803]Liability 
The department does not accept any of the following, because of a person’s participation in the awards: 
liability for any loss 
damage
cost  
expense incurred.
All nominators, nominees and referees agree to release the following, from any liability in relation to any claim or cause of action that may arise out of or in connection with their participation in the awards:
the department (including its employees and agents) 
the Minister for Ageing and their offices
the Premier of Victoria and their offices
the State of Victoria.
[bookmark: _Toc140578159][bookmark: _Toc168307720][bookmark: _Toc225948804]Nomination process 
If a nomination is received after 11:59 pm on Tuesday 19 May 2026, it will not be accepted.
The department takes no responsibility for lost, late, incomplete or incorrectly submitted nominations. 
A separate nomination form is required for every person that is nominated. 
Nominators will get a confirmation email when they submit the nomination form online. 
If a printed nomination form is received by the department, nominators will receive confirmation of receipt by Monday 25 May 2026.
A nominator needs to make sure the person they are nominating agrees to the nomination. 
All nomination materials become the department’s property and will not be returned.
The nominator gives the department permission to use or copy all or part of the submitted material for the purposes of the awards.
Nominators can check the eligibility of a person by contacting the Seniors Festival team via:
phone: 8850 6164 
email: seniorsfestival@dffh.vic.gov.au. 
[bookmark: _Toc140578161][bookmark: _Toc168307722][bookmark: _Toc225948805]Judging and selection
The department reserves the right to:
verify nominations
change their category
ask the nominator, nominee or referees questions about the nomination 
disqualify any nominations that do not follow the terms and conditions in this nomination guide. 
The department will complete eligibility checks before judging starts. The independent judging panel scores the nominations and meets to discuss the results. 
After the panel meets, shortlisted nominees are contacted about the screening process. 
When the screening process is complete, the list of recipients is provided to the following for endorsement:
the Minister for Ageing (or the Minister’s representatives)
the Premier of Victoria (or the Premier’s representatives).
The department can disqualify a nominee if the department is not satisfied with any part of the screening process, including the National Police Check results.
Decisions made by the following, on all matters relating to the awards are final and cannot be appealed:
the department
the Minister for Ageing (or the Minister’s representative) 
the Premier of Victoria (or the Premier’s representative). 
The award recipients will be announced at the Victorian Senior of the Year Awards ceremony in October 2026. 
[bookmark: _Toc225948806]Revocation of an award
The department reserves the right to revoke or rescind a Victorian Senior of the Year Award, in any award category and at any time, if an award recipient is deemed unsuitable. 
Decisions made by the following to revoke or rescind a Victorian Senior of the Year Award are final and cannot be appealed:
the department 
the Minister for Ageing (or the Minister’s representatives)
the Premier of Victoria (or the Premier’s representatives).
The department will consider whether the recipient of an award has engaged in conduct at any time that will damage the goodwill and reputation of the awards. This includes, but is not limited to, conduct which: 
leads to criminal charges or conviction
does not align with community expectations
may be publicly unacceptable
may damage the reputation of the Victorian Government by its continued connection with the award recipient.
[bookmark: _Toc140578162][bookmark: _Toc168307723][bookmark: _Toc225948807]Awards and recognition
The awards are presented at the ceremony in October 2026. All award recipients will be invited.  
All costs associated with attending the awards ceremony are the responsibility of the:
award recipients 
nominators (and parent or legal guardian (if applicable)) 
any third party attending the awards ceremony. 

Contact us to receive this document in another format. Please phone the Victorian Seniors Festival team on 8850 6164 or email seniorsfestival@dffh.vic.gov.au.
If you are d/Deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech/communication difficulty please contact us through your preferred National Relay Service (NRS) call channel[footnoteRef:6]. Then, provide the NRS with our phone number 8850 6164. For more information, visit About the National Relay Service[footnoteRef:7] [6:  https://www.accesshub.gov.au/about-the-nrs/nrs-call-numbers-and-links]  [7:  https://www.accesshub.gov.au/about-the-nrs] 

Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Families, Fairness and Housing, March 2026. 
[bookmark: _Hlk62746129]ISBN 978-1-76171-081-0 (pdf/online/MS word) 
Available at Seniors Online https://www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/awards 
(2603546 and 2603544)
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